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The  lASSIST  Newsletter  represents  an  international  cooperative  effort  on 
the  part  of  individuals  managing,  operating,  or  utilizing  machine-readable  data 
archives,  data  libraries  and  data  services.  The  Newsletter  has  as  its  primary 
intent  the  dissemination  and  exchange  of  information  on  significant  develop- 
ments in  these  information  centers.  Four  times  a  year  this  Newsletter  will  re- 
port on  activities  related  to  the  production,  acquisition,  preservation,  pro- 
cessing, distribution,  and  utilization  of  machine-readable  data  carried  out  by 
its  members  and  others  in  the  international  social  science  community.  Your 
contributions  and  suggestions  for  topics  of  interest  are  encouraged  and  wel- 
comed . 
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Information  Service  and  Technology 

ISSN  -  United  States:  0145-238X 
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All  articles  for  inclusion  in  the  lASSIST  Newsletter  should  be  sent  to  Alice 
Robbin,  Data  and  Program  Library  Service,  4452  Social  Science  Building,  University 
of  Wisconsin-Madison,  Madison,  Wisconsin  53706  USA. 


©Copyright  1977  by  lASSIST.  News  and  Notes  may  be  freely  reproduced;  but  sub- 
stantive articles  are  covered  by  the  copyright. 
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CHAIRPERSON'S       REPORT 


On  February  1977,  a  North  American  lASSIST  meeting  was  held  in  Cocoa  Beach, 
Florida.  The  primary  objective  of  the  meeting  was  to  provide  an  opportunity  for 
the  US  and  Canadian  participants  to  assemble  in  AGs  and  debate  the  commonality 
and  differences  of  the  AG  mandates.  Alice  Robbin  of  Wisconsin  presented  a  most 
comprehensive  outline  for  a  Guide  to  Providing  Social  Science  Data  Services  which 
served  as  a  catalytic  influence  for  the  AGs  as  they  reviewed  their  activities  in 
terms  of  contributions  to  the  Guide.  Establishing  technical  standards  or  guide- 
lines would  also  seem  a  legitimate  contribution  of  lASSIST.  The  Workshop  format 
was  extremely  successful  and  productive.  The  results  are  reported  in  detail  by 
the  US  Secretariat,  Judith  Rowe,  who  handled  the  arrangements  for  the  meeting, 
the  Canadian  Secretariat,  Sharon  Chappie  Henry,  and  the  chairpersons  of  the  AG 
in  the  body  of  this  issue  of  the  Newsletter. 

In  late  April  or  early  May  1977,  the  European  AGs  will  convene  at  a  workshop 
to  review  their  progress  and  activities.  This  workshop  is  being  organized  by 
Per  Nielsen,  the  West  European  Secretariat. 

During  May  1977,  the  Canadian  Secretariat  is  organizing  a  North  American 
lASSIST  meeting  to  be  held  in  Toronto.  This  meeting  will  build  on  the  achieve- 
ments of  the  AGs  at  the  February  1977  meeting. 

An  international  lASSIST  meeting  was  originally  planned  for  August  1977. 
Due  to  the  given  schedule  of  workshops  and  conflicts  in  other  conference  dates 
during  August,  this  meeting  has  been  slated  for  February  1978,  in  Chicago.  The 
theme  will  be  "State  of  the  Art:  Perspectives."  It  will  be  a  three  day  meeting, 
with  one  day  devoted  to  symposia  focusing  on  the  AG  activities  and  objectives. 
There  will  be  three  symposia  during  the  morning  and  four  during  the  afternoon. 
Each  symposia  will  represent  one  AG  and  eight  papers  will  be  presented  at  each. 
Topics  for  papers  should  be  sent  to  either  Carolyn  Geda  of  the  Inter-university 
Consortium  for  Political  and  Social  Research  or  Tony  Falsetto  of  the  Canadian 
Machine-readable  Archives,  Public  Archives  of  Canada  [see  details  in  section, 
"Upcoming  Meetings"].  The  remainder  of  the  conference  will  be  devoted  to  AG 
workshops.  The  program  committee  is  composed  of  Tony  Falsetto,  Public  Archives 
of  Canada,  Richard  Roistacher  of  the  Center  for  Advanced  Computation,  University 
of  Illinois,  Sheldon  Laube  of  CM.  Leinwond  and  Carolyn  Geda  of  ICPSR. 

A  North  American  program  committee  has  been  established  for  the  lASSIST 
program  to  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  International  Sociological  Associa- 
tion in  August  1978,  in  Uppsala,  Sweden.  The  members  of  this  committee  are 
Elliot  Avedon  of  University  of  Waterloo,  Don  Harrison  of  National  Archives,  and 
John  DeVries  of  Carleton  University.  The  proposed  scheme  is  the  international 
interchange  of  data.  Details  of  this  conference  will  be  reported  in  the  News- 
letter as  they  are  confirmed. 

The  treasurer  of  lASSIST  is  Ed  Hanis  of  University  of  Western  Ontario. 
lASSIST  accounts  have  been  opened  in  both  US  and  Canadian  currencies.  Member- 
ship fees  should  be  remitted  in  one  of  these  currencies.  If  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, contact  Ed  Hanis.  The  treasurer  will  forv;ard  the  names  and  addresses  of 
lASSIST  members  to  John  Kolp  of  S  S  Data  and  members  should  be  receiving  S  S 
Data  in  the  very  near  future. 
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The  Newsletter  will  again  be  distributed  to  the  full  mailing  list.  Sub- 
sequent issues  will  be  circulated  only  to  members.  A  French  translation  is 
being  done  by  the  Canadian  secretariat,  should  anyone  be  interested  in  the 
French  version  of  the  Newsletter. 

Kenneth  Brewer  of  Australian  National  Universities  has  offered  to  act  as 
the  distributor  of  lASSIST  information  throughout  Australia.  Given  the  dis- 
tances in  Australia,  AG  groups  will  probably  not  be  formed  at  this  time.  The 
distribution  of  lASSIST  information  however  is  perceived  as  most  desirable. 

The  steering  committee  list  has  been  reproduced  again  in  this  Newsletter. 
Please  note  the  following  revisions:  Sharon  Chappie  now  is  Sharon  Chappie 
Henry;  Ed  Hanis  has  been  appointed  treasurer;  the  address  of  the  East  European 
Secretariat  has  changed. 


SECRETARIAT   REPORTS 


Canadian  Secretariat  Report 

Sharon  Chappie  Henry 
Data  Clearing  House  for  the  Social  Sciences 

The  Data  Clearinghouse  for  the  Social  Sciences  [DCHSS]  is  continuing  to 
publicize  lASSIST  activities  in  the  DCHSS  Bulletin  and  other  Canadian  profes- 
sional journals.  The  campaign  for  lASSIST  members  is  continuing. 

Ten  Canadians  actively  participated  in  the  conference  of  Canadian  and  Amer- 
ican Action  Groups  in  Cocoa  Beach,  Florida.  Plans  are  underway  for  lASSIST 
[Canada]  to  host  another  working  conference  to  be  held  in  Toronto  in  May  [See 
"Upcoming  Meetings"  in  Newsletter].  All  members  of  lASSIST  including  those  in 
other  countries  are  welcome  to  attend.  Further  details  are  available  from 
Sharon  C.  Henry,  Canadian  Secretary  for  lASSIST. 


West  European  Secretariat  Report 

Per  Nielsen 
Danish  Data  Archives 

Per  Nielsen  has  recommended  that  action  groups  organize  a  series  of  work- 
shops in  their  respective  areas  of  interest.  Paul  Muller,  chairperson  of  the 
Process-Produced  Data  AG,  has  suggested  that  a  conference  devoted  to  the  data 
law  issue  would  be  relevant  at  the  present  stage  of  development  within  his  AG 
area.  A  call  for  papers  concerning  the  data  law  issue  will  be  made  in  advance 
of  the  conference  and  workshops. 


5. 
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United  States  Secretariat  Report 

Judith  Rowe 

Computinq  Center 

Princeton  University 

The  United  States  response  to  the  first  lASSIST  Newsletter  has  been  very 
gratifying.  Fifty  people  are  already  on  the  list  of  paid  members  and  22  atten- 
ded the  February  conference.  Information  about  lASSIST  is  being  sent  to  rele- 
vant journals,  and  library  subscriptions  to  the  Newsletter  are  being  solicited. 

The  AGs  are  all  in  high  gear  and  reports  of  their  activity  appear  in  the 
AG  section  of  the  Newsletter.  All  lASSIST  members  are  encouraged  to  become  in- 
volved in  the  activities  of  one  of  the  AGs.  Get  in  touch  with  me  or  the  US 
coordinator  of  the  AG.  The  Newsletter  will  continue  to  serve  as  a  vehicle  for 
keeping  you  apprised  of  all  lASSIST  activities,  but  the  more  action  group  par- 
ticipation, the  more  productive  lASSIST  will  be. 

Don  Harrison  of  National  Archives  has  replaced  Michael  Leavitt  as  coordin- 
ator of  the  US  Process-Produced  Data  AG,  leaving  a  vacancy  in  data  acquisition 
which  should  be  filled  as  soon  as  possible.  If  you  are  interested,  please  let 
me  know.  The  position  requires  intelligence,  commitment,  hard  work  and  an 
interest  in  studying  an  issue  which  heretofore  has  received  little  attention  in 
data  services. 


REPORT    ON    THE   FIRST   lASSIST  NORTH  AMERICAN    CONFERENCE 
FEBRUARY    16-20  ,  1977 


lASSIST  was  organized  to  meet  the  needs  of  data  information  people  to  devel- 
op more  professional  services  by  working  together  on  joint  projects  and  by  shar- 
ing problems  and  experiences.  The  informal  exchange  of  ideas  on  data  information 
services  which  conferences  provide  is  as  important  as  the  formal  sessions.  Both 
of  these  needs  were  met  at  the  First  North  American  Action  Group  Conference  by 
the  enthusiastic  and  hardworking  group  of  32  data  information  professionals  who 
met  in  Cocoa  Beach,  Florida  from  February  16th  through  20th,  1977. 

Four  of  the  AGs  held  full  sessions  with  both  Canadian  and  United  States 
coordinators  present:  Data  Archive  Development,  Classification,  Process-Pro- 
duced Data,  and  Data  Organization  and  Management.  Proposed  activities  for  the 
Data  Archive  Registry,  Data  Acquisition,  and  Documentation  AGs  were  discussed  in 
plenary  sessions.  In  addition  to  the  AG  and  plenary  session  discussions,  two 
program  committees  were  organized  to  plan  for  future  meetings  and  announcement 
was  made  of  the  Toronto  lASSIST  [Canada]  conference  to  be  held  in  May.  The  group 
also  discussed  an  omnibus  questionnaire  designed  to  incorporate  questions  from 
each  of  the  AGs  regarding  data  services  organizations,  personnel,  policies,  and 
planning  activities.   It  is  hoped  that  with  proper  screening  lASSIST  data  collec- 
tion efforts  can  be  kept  at  a  minimum  and  that  we  can  avoid  frequent  repetative 
questionnaires. 
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ACTION   GROUP   REPORTS 


DATA  ARCHIVE  REGISTRY 


Canada-  Lisa  Lasko,  Canadian  Consortium  for  Social  Research,  Institute  for 

Behavioral  Research,  York  University,  4700  Keele  Street,  Downsview, 
Ontario  M3J  1P3 

Europe-  Joseph  Bonmariage,  Belgian  Archives  for  the  Social  Sciences,  University 
of  Louvain,  SH-2,  1348  Louvain-la-Neuve,  Belgium 

United  States-  David  Nasatir,  Behavioral  Sciences  Graduate  Program,  California 
State  College,  Dominguez  Hills,  California  907M-7 

UNESCO  Directory  of  Data  Services 

The  UNESCO  Social  Sciences  Sector  has  passed  a  contract  with  the  Inter- 
national Committee  for  Social  Sciences  Information  and  Documentation  (ICSSD,  27 
rue  Saint-Guillaume,  75007  Paris)  to  establish  a  first  Directory  of  Data  Services. 
The  ICSSD  has  sent  out  a  complex  questionnaire  which  some  of  our  readers  may  al- 
ready have  seen.  Philippe  Laurent  and  Stein  Rokkan  discussed  the  project  with 
Jean  Meyriat  of  the  ICSSD  in  November  and  tried  to  work  out  an  arrangement  under 
which  the  lASSIST  Action  Group  for  Data  Archive  Registry  could  be  associated  with 
this  work,  but  this  proved  difficult  under  the  contract  established  with  UNESCO. 
It  was  agreed  that  the  current  project  should  take  its  course  and  be  looked  upon 
as  a  pilot  phase.  The  further  work  of  systematization,  computerization  and  up- 
dating would  be  undertaken  by  BASS  in  co-operation  with  the  Action  Group  for  Data 
Archive  Registry.  A  detailed  plan  for  this  follow-up  project  will  be  prepared 
during  1977  and  submitted  to  UNESCO  and  other  funding  agencies. 

In  North  America,  efforts  continue  to  survey  existing  directories  of  data 
libraries,  archives,  and  data  information  services  in  order  to  determine  the 
type  of  directory  which  will  best  meet  both  data  information  and  general  refer- 
ence community  needs  and  to  determine  how  effective  are  existing  directories, 
who  uses  them  and  with  what  success. 


DATA  ACQUISITION 


Canada-  Pierre  Lacasse,  Centre  de  recherches  en  ame'nagement  regional,  Universite' 
de  Sherbrooke,  Sherbrooke,  Quebec 

Europe-  Marcia  Taylor,  Social  Science  Research  Council  Survey  Archive,  Univer- 
sity of  Essex,  Wivenhoe  Park,  P.O.  Box  23,  Colchester,  Essex,  England 
C04  3S0 

United  States- 
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As  the  amount  of  data  available  in  machine-readable  form  increases,  it  be- 
comes even  more  important  for  data  services  to  address  on  local,  national,  and 
international  levels  questions  of  what  should  be  preserved,  by  whom,  and  in  what 
form.  In  North  America,  this  group  will  study  the  needs  for  "data  services'  col- 
lection statements  similar  to  those  produced  by  paper  archives  and  traditional 
archives,  appraisal  of  machine-readable  data  files,  and  de-acnuisition. 


DATA  DOCUMENTATION 


Canada-  Dave  L.  Salley,  Management  and  Central  Services  Group,  Standards  Division, 
Statistics  Canada,  Tunney's  Pasture,  Ottawa,  Ontario  KIA  0T6 

Europe-  Cees  Middendorp,  Steinmetzarchief ,  Kleine-Gartmanplantsoen  10,  Amsterdam-C, 
Netherlands 

United  States-  John  Grasso,  Office  of  Research  and  Development,  Center  for 

Appalachian  Studies  and  Development,  West  Virginia  University, 
Morgantown,  West  Virginia  26506 


In  North  America,  this  action  group  will  begin  to  address  minimum  standards 
for  the  documentation  of  social  science  MRDF.  lASSIST  has  received  requests  from 
both  funding  agencies  and  data  information  services  and  individuals  to  provide 
some  formal  means  by  which  documentation  may  be  evaluated.  Some  work  has  been 
done  in  this  area  and  it  should  be  possible  at  least  to  produce  a  check  list  in 
the  near  future.  The  special  documentation  requirements  for  process-produced 
data  will  be  a  prime  concern  of  that  AG. 


CLASSIFICATION 

Canada-  Mohan  Sharma,  Humanities  &  Social  Science  Library,  University  of 
Alberta,  Rutherford  North,  Edmonton,  Alberta 

Europe-  Ekkehard  Mochmann,  Zentralarchiv  fiir  Empirische  Sozialforschung, 
Bachemer  Strasse  40,  5  Koln  41,  Federal  Republic  of  Germany 

United  States-  Sue  Dodd,  Data  Library,  Insitute  for  Research  in  Social  Sci- 
ences, Manning  Hall,  University  of  North  Carolina,  Chapel 
Hill ,  North  Carolina  27514 
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Report  of  the  Joint  United  States-Canadian  Action  Groups  on 
Classification  (C  AG) 

Submitted  by 

Sue  Dodd,  University  of  North  Carolina 
Mohan  Sharma,  University  of  Alberta 

Members  Present 

United  States 
Sue  Dodd,  Ch,  University  of  North  Carolina 
Nancy  Carmichael,  Center  for  Social  Indicators,  Social  Science  Research  Center, 

Washington,  D.C. 
Debra  Powell,  DUALabs,  Washington,  D.C. 

Canada 
Mohan  Sharma,  Ch,  University  of  Alberta 
Elliot  M.  Avedon,  University  of  Waterloo 
Sharon  Chappie  Henry,  Data  Clearing  House  for  the  Social  Sciences 

Agenda  topics  for  the  C  AG  included  (1)  discussion  of  useful  areas  of  concern  and 
future  coordination  of  tasks  between  US  and  Canadian  AG  members;  (2)  review  of 
cataloguing  efforts  to  date  and  discussion  of  any  or  all  problems  concerned  with 
cataloguing  tasks,  including  a  review  and  discussion  of  the  Working  rianual  for 
Cataloguing  Machine-Readable  Data  Files  [MRDF]  compiled  by  Sue  Dodd;  (3)  discus- 
sion  of  the  ramifications  of  MRDF  catalogue  records,  such  as  the  national  union 
list  of  social  science  data;  shared  cataloguinn;  cataloouina-in-production;  the 
MARC  II  record  as  a  standard  format  for  storing  automated  bibliographic  records 
of  data  files  and  its  flexibility  for  an  expanded  record  of  information  which 
would  resemble  a  data  abstract  or  study  description;  network  interactive  systems 
among  data  centers  and  libraries;  and,  an  on-line  search  and  retrieval  system 
for  the  expanded  MARC  Il-type  record;  (4)  practical  exercise  in  applying  subject 
headings  and  descriptors  for  several  large  and  uniguely  held  data  sets,  with  a 
view  towards  compilina  the  beginning  of  the  thesaurus  or  authority  list  of  social 
science  terms  for  data  files;  (5)  discussion  of  existina  printed  and  other  avail- 
able thesauri  or  authority  lists  in  the  social  sciences,  and  a  review  of  them  in 
terms  of  future  applications  to  data  files;  (6)  discussion  of  the  lack  of  adequate 
subject  headings  and  sub-headings  currently  provided  by  the  Library  of  Congress 
for  social  science  data  files,  with  a  view  toward  providing  constructive  recom- 
mendations. 

Given  these  broad  topics  of  discussion,  the  classification  AG  decided  on  the 
following  projects  and  sets  of  recommendations: 

1.  There  are  mutual  areas  of  concern  and  projects  on  which  the  US  and  Cana- 
dian representatives  could  work  together.  There  would  continue  to  be  an  active 
exchange  of  information,  with  the  next  meetinqs  scheduled  for  May  1977  in  Toronto. 

2.  The  AG's  cataloguing  project  can  be  viewed  as  a  tremendous  success  and  as 
an  example  of  a  cooperative  effort  to  evaluate  both  the  ALA  recommended  rules 
and  the  Working  Manual  for  cataloguing  MRDF.   (A  total  of  40  examples  were  sub- 
mitted by  8  individuals  from  Control  Data  Corporation,  Rutgers  University,  the 
National  Archives,  DUALabs,  Yale  University,  University  of  Pittsburgh,  National 
Opinion  Research  Center,  and  Drexel  University.) 
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Each  cataloguing  effort  will  be  individually  identified  and  circulated  among  the 
classification  group.  Representative  samples  will  be  selected  for  inclusion  in 
the  Manual  (with  permission  of  the  cataloguer). 

The  C  AG  will  outline  procedures  for  shared  cataloguing  of  MRDF  to  avoid  dupli- 
cation of  work  and  to  maintain  a  high  quality  of  effort.  The  catalonuing  pro- 
ject will  be  extended  to  those  now  cataloguing  data  files  or  those  wishing  to 
be  included  in  the  project.  The  final  report  will  follow  the  completion  of  the 
initial  cataloguing  effort  and  the  final  revision  of  the  Manual . 

3.  The  Working  Manual  for  MRDF  will  be  revised  based  on  numerous  suggestions 
by  members  of  the  C  AG  and  by  participants  of  the  Working  Conference.  These 
recommendations  along  with  the  evaluation  forms,  will  be  circulated  among  the 

C  AG  members.  The  draft  of  the  revised  Manual  should  be  ready  for  review  by 
the  C  AG  meetings  in  Toronto.  [A  further  measure  of  success  of  this  project  is 
the  possibility  that  the  Manual  may  be  accepted  for  publication  by  one  of  the 
1 i brary-af f i 1 iated  associations . ] 

4.  The  C  AG  recommended  that  procedures  for  describing  a  data  file,  such  as 
study  description,  cataloguing,  and  descriptors,  (i.e.,  "cataloguing  in  produc- 
tion") be  built  into  the  daily  routine  of  classification  of  any  data  file,  and 
indeed,  that  these  procedures  be  implemented  at  the  early  stage  of  data  file 
creation. 

In  addition,  the  AG  recommended  procedures  that  could  be  directed  toward  the 
major  funding  organizations  (e.g.,  NSF)  which  would  be  built  into  the  contrac- 
tual provisions:  (a)  data  be  documented  according  to  some  type  of  recommended 
standard;  (b)  information  be  provided  for  cataloguing;  (c)  data  descriptors  be 
applied;  and,  (d)  data  be  designated  to  the  appropriate  archive  within  a  reason- 
able amount  of  time. 

5.  The  C  AG  will  prepare  two  position  papers  reflecting  the  pros  and  cons  of 
establishing  a  national  union  list  of  MRDF. 

6.  A  bibliography  of  existing  thesauri  or  authority  lists  for  social  science 
terms  will  be  collected  and  reviewed  in  view  of  their  adaptability  to  social 
science  data  files.  In  addition,  representatives  of  the  C  AG  will  be  in  close 
contact  with  existing  work  in  this  area,  such  as  the  Committee  on  Conceptual  and 
Terminological  Analysis  (COCTA).  Any  professional  groups  currently  involved  in 
compiling  thesauri  or  conceptual  lists  of  social  science  terms  will  be  contacted 
to  coordinate  and  share  information.  As  a  voluntary  and  non-funded  group  with- 
out expertise  in  this  area,  the  C  AG  is  not  equipped  to  assume  the  task  of  cre- 
ating a  thesaurus  of  social  science  data  files.  However,  it  will  attempt,  in  so 
far  as  possible,  to  provide  guidance  in  this  area  and  to  share  experiences  gained 
from  C  AG  associated  projects  to  be  carried  out  by  members  within  their  respec- 
tive institutions.  Two  such  projects  are  the  compiling  of  an  authority  list  for 
census  and  census-related  data  files  [DUALabs]  and  an  authority  list  of  terms 
representing  question/item  level  descriptors  for  Harris  Public  Opinion  Polls 
[North  Carolina  Social  Science  Data  Library]. 
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7.  A  Standards  and  Quality-Control  Review  Board  (SOQCRB)  will  be  established 
within  the  North  American  Joint  Classification  AG  to  evaluate  mutual  projects, 
recommend  procedures,  establish  standards,  and  work  with  other  established  organ- 
izations committed  to  or  involved  with  the  bibliographic  control  of  MRDF  within 
the  social  sciences. 

One  of  the  first  tasks  of  this  Board  will  be  to  provide  guidance  and  examples 
of  bibliographic  references  for  social  science  data  files.  At  the  present 
time,  there  are  no  rules  or  a  standard  format  for  citing  data  in  the  published 
literature.  The  quality  or  amount  of  information  varies  among  authors,  editors, 
and  students;  often,  the  information  is  insufficient  to  enable  a  researcher  to 
replicate  the  data  file  for  the  type  of  secondary  analysis  so  important  to  the 
discipline.  (For  example,  it  is  often  very  difficult  to  identify  a  data  file, 
or  its  source,  or  data  elements  on  which  the  published  analysis  has  relied.) 
The  standardization  of  bibliographic  references  for  MRDF  would  pave  the  way  for 
their  inclusion  into  such  reference  work  as  the  Social  Science  Citation  Index. 

Upon  completion  of  this  task,  it  was  decided  that  a  letter  would  be  sent  to  the 
Standards  Committee  Z39  of  the  American  National  Standards  Institute  (ANSI)  re- 
commending an  amendment  to  their  forthcoming  publication.  The  American  National 
Standards  for  Bibliographic  References.  The  amendment  would  be  applied  to  this 
committee's  method  of  citing  "data  files,"  which  now  provides  examples  for  only 
one  type  of  data  (bibliographic  data  files)  and  which  was  created  without  any 
coordination  with  representatives  of  the  library  community  who  are  establishing 
standards  for  cataloguing  MRDF.  The  C  AG  feels  very  strongly  that  any  standard 
citing  data  files  should  be  compatible  with  the  rules  set  forth  in  the  Anglo- 
American  Cataloguing  Rules  II  [forthcoming]. 

The  second  task  of  the  Review  Board  will  be  to  compile  a  list  of  recommended 
subject  headings  and  sub-division  headings  for  social  science  data  files.  These 
recommendations  would  be  forwarded  to  the  head  of  the  Subject  Cataloguing  Divi- 
sion of  the  Library  of  Congress.  The  work  of  the  C  AG  and  any  resulting  stan- 
dards or  reports  should  be  given  the  widest  possible  coverage  among  the  existing 
scholarly  and  professional  journals.  Someone  will  be  appointed  to  write  brief 
abstracts  and  notices  of  the  work  and  will  be  responsible  for  circulating  it  in 
the  available  press. 


DATA  ARCHIVE  DEVELOPMENT 

Canada-  Laine  Ruus,  Data  Library,  Computing  Centre,  University  of  British  Columbia, 
2075  Wesbrook  Place,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia  VST  1W5 

Europe-  not  activated 

United  States-  Alice  Robbin,  Data  and  Program  Library  Service,  4452  Social  Science 
Building,  University  of  Wisconsin-Madison  Wisconsin  53706 
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Report  of  the  Joint  United  States-Canadian  Action  Groups  on 
Data  Archive  Development  (DAD "AG] 

Submitted  by 

Alice  Robbin,  University  of  Wisconsin-Madison 
Laine  Ruus,  University  of  British  Columbia 

Members  Present 

United  States 
Alice  Robbin,  Ch,  University  of  Wisconsin-Madison 
LaVerne  D.  Knezek,  Texas  Christian  University  [also  DOM  AG] 
Judith  Rowe,  Princeton  University 
Peter  Tolousis,  Temple  University 

Canada 
Laine  Ruus,  University  of  British  Columbia 
Edward  Hanis,  University  of  Western  Ontario 

Objectives  of  the  Meeting  were  to  (1)  develop  a  conceptual  framework  for  a  pub- 
lication, the  working  title  of  which  is,  A  Guide  to  Providing  Social  Science 
Data  Services,  (2)  revise,  modify  and  elaborate  a  preliminary  outline  for  this 
publication,  (3)  identify  areas  of  responsibilities  to  be  assumed  by  other  Ac- 
tion Groups,  (4)  establish  deadlines  of  completion  for  various  sections  of  the 
Guide  by  contributing  AGs. 

The  DAD  AG  defined  the  target  audience  for  this  publication  as  those  individ- 
uals already  providing  or  intending  to  provide  data  services  for  research,  pol- 
icy, and  planning  purposes.  These  individuals  are  typically  in  academic,  re- 
search, and  governmental  organizations.  The  nature  of  these  data  is  non-bib- 
liographic, primarily  quantitative,  including  micro-  and  macro-level  of  aggre- 
gation, but  may  also  be  textual. 

The  following  chapters  of  the  Guide  were  agreed  upon:  (1)  Preface  describing 
the  target  audience,  purpose  for  the  book,  etc.,  (2)  Introduction  providing  the 
historical  context  for  the  development  of  social  science  data  services,  (3) 
functional  overview  defining  a  social  science  data  services  system  and  its  com- 
ponents, (4)  detailed  functional  description  of  the  system  which  includes  man- 
agement or  technical  processing  and  user  services  aspects,  (5)  organizational 
models  and  services  provided,  (6)  organizational  development  including  resource 
requirements  and  scenarios  for  the  development  of  services,  (7)  glossary  of 
terms,  (8)  extended  bibliographic  references  tied  to  each  of  the  sections,  (9) 
detailed  index,  (10)  appendix  of  procedural,  management,  and  administrative 
forms,  with  introductory  remarks  on  the  limits  and  usefulness  of  recordkeeping. 

The  preliminary  outline  prepared  for  the  meeting  was  revised  and  will  be  cir- 
culated to  all  AG  members  attending  the  joint  conference.  Comments  will  be 
forwarded  to  AG  coordinators,  in  time  for  the  Toronto  meetings.  Further  mod- 
ifications based  on  recommendations  made  during  the  Toronto  meetings  will 
result  in  a  detailed  outline  whose  projected  completion  date  is  June  30,  1977. 
At  that  time,  individuals  in  the  various  AGs  will  assume  responsibility  for 
the  substantive  topics/sections  within  each  chapter.  Alice  Robbin  will  act 
as  general  editor  for  chapters  (1)  through  (6);  Laine  Ruus,  for  chapters  (7) 
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through  (10).  The  DAD  AG  plans  to  have  a  first  draft  completed  by  August, 
1978,  and  a  second  draft  by  December,  1978.  Discussions  are  now  underway 
with  a  potential  publishing  house  who  has  indicated  an  enthusiastic  interest 
in  the  project  and  has  already  offered  useful  advice. 

A  second  project  [discussed  in  greater  detail  by  K.  Heim  in  the  "Book  Notices" 
section  of  this  f^ewslett^r"!  is  now  fully  underway.  This  is  the  production  of 
an  annotated  bibliography,  whose  provisional  title  is  Perspectives  in  Social 
Science  Data  Services:  An  Annotated  Bibliography.  Thus  far  the  DAD  AG  has 
gathered  almost  200  articles  relating  to  this  topic.  A  letter  was  sent  to  all 
data  archives  last  fall  asking  that  they  participate  in  this  report.  The  DAD 
AG  noted  the  importance  of  a  collaborative  effort,  and  therefore  requests  as- 
sistance: we  would  like  every  lASSIST  Newsletter  reader  to  search  his/her 
files  for  all  pieces  of  literature  (articles,  unpublished  papers,  conference 
addresses,  parts  of  books)  concerning  data  archiving  (retrospective  and  current) 
and  to  send  citations  to  the  lASSIST  Newsletter  editor.  All  respondents  will  be 
acknowledged  in  the  bibliography. 


PROCESS-PRODUCED  DATA 

Canada-  John  DeVries,  Social  Science  Data  Archives,  Department  of  Sociology, 
Carleton  University,  Ottawa,  Ontario  KIS  5B6 

Europe-  Paul  Muller,  Institute  for  Applied  Social  Research,  University  of 

Cologne,  Greinstrasse  2,  5000-Koln  41,  Federal  Republic  of  Germany 

United  States-  Donald  Harrison,  National  Archives  (NNR),  Washington,  D.C. 
20408 


Report  of  the  Joint  United  States-Canadian  Action  Groups  on 
Process-Produced  Data  (PPD  AG) 

Submitted  by 

John  DeVries,  Carleton  University 
Donald  F.  Harrison,  National  Archives,  Washington,  D.C. 

Members  Present 

United  States 
Donald  F.  Harrison,  Ch,  National  Archives,  Washington,  D.C. 
Charlotte  Boschan,  National  Bureau  of  Economic  Research,  New  York 
Harriet  Dhanak,  Michigan  State  University 
Shirley  Gilbert,  Princeton  University  [also  DOM  AG] 
Elizabeth  Powell,  LEAA/NCJISS,  Department  of  Justice,  Washington,  D.C. 

Canada 
John  DeVries,  Ch,  Carleton  University 
Tony  Falsetto,  Public  Archives  of  Canada,  Ottawa 
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Ex  Officio 
Carolyn  Geda,  ICPSR,  University  of  Michigan 

Definitional  problems  were  first  addressed  by  the  members.  The  following  Defini- 
tion of  Process-Produced  Data  v/as  agreed  upon. 

Processed-produced  data  are  data  which  are  products  of  routine,  administrative 
activities  of  private  or  public  institutions  or  persons.  They  can  be  explained 
with  respect  to  the  functions  of  their  origin:  either  for  administrative  or 
policy  uses;  can  be  merged,  linked,  abstracted,  or  summarized;  and,  may  be  used 
for  research  and/or  statistical  analysis. 

The  Paul  Muller  paper  [see  edited  version  in  the  Newsletter  issue]  was  reviewed 
in  order  to  arrive  at  the  Mandate  of  the  Action  Group. 

Generally,  we  have  asked  ourselves,  "How  can  we  facilitate  the  movement  of  such 
data  from  the  originating  institution  or  person  to  the  secondary  user?"  To  do 
this,  the  AG  explored  areas  of  concern,  some  of  which  were  rejected,  and  some 
where  it  was  felt  that  the  AG  might  logically  make  a  contribution. 

We  rejected  the  following: 

1.  Laws  regarding  confidentiality:  This  subject  logically  should  be  a  matter 
of  concern  for  this  AG.  But,  because  there  are  so  many  other  institutions/pro- 
fessional groups  working  on  the  same  subject,  the  AG  prefers  to  await  their  re- 
ports before  proceeding  in  order  to  avoid  duplication  of  work.  The  AG  members 
are  particularly  anxious  to  await  the  final  report  of  the  project  of  Ed  Hanis 
and  Dave  Flaherty  at  the  University  of  Western  Ontario,  which  deals  with  this 
issue.  [Hanis  and  Flaherty  are  examining  privacy/confidentiality  problems  as 
they  are  dealt  with  by  Central  Statistics  Bureaus  in  West  Germany,  Sweden,  Great 
Britain,  Canada,  and  the  United  States.  A  final  report  is  due  at  the  end  of 
this  year.] 

2.  Linkage  techniques:  A  subject  as  complex  as  this  requires  so  much  tech- 
nical and  concentrated  study,  that  the  AG  considers  this  an  area  of  concern  for 
another  or  a  new  AG. 

3.  Uses  made  of  machine-readable  files:  the  AG  rejected  this  subject  as 
having  no  useful  purpose. 

The  following  projects  were  accepted  as  within  the  mandate  of  the  AG: 

1-  A  Directory  of  Catalogues  which  List  Data  Bases  (Inventory  of  Inventories) 
First  priority.  The  AG  anticipates  presenting  lASSIST  with  a  first  draft  in 
Toronto  in  May,  1977.  By  February,  1978,  it  is  expected  that  the  Directory  will 
be  presentable  for  publication  in  the  lASSIST  Newsletter  or  in  some  other  suit- 
able journal,  after  proper  lASSIST  backing. 

2-  An  Inventory  of  Existing  Guidelines  in  Use  by  the  Originating  Institution 
or  Archival  Institution  for:   (a)  documentation  and  fb)  preservatinn  (not  tn   in- 
clude  acquisition  activities).  Second  priority.  The  AG  will  begin  to  collect 
and  disseminate  the  information  within  the  JAG  immediately,  and  plans  to  present 
an  outline  of  the  method  for  compilation  by  May  1977  in  Toronto.  A  first  draft 
should  be  available  for  presentation  at  Uppsala  in  August,  1978. 
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3.  An  Inventory  of  Procedures  in  Use  by  Originating  and  Archival  Institutions 
for  (a)  documentation  on  processes;  and  (b)  management  decisions.  Second  prior- 
ity.  Like  Project  #2,  the  AG  will  begin  to  collect  and  disseminate  almost  im- 
mediately those  procedures.  Plans  are  to  present  an  outline  by  May,  1977  in 
Toronto.  If  progress  is  made,  a  first  draft  should  be  completed  in  time  for  the 
Uppsala  meetings. 

4.  An  lASSIST  Publication  of  Desirable  Documentation  Components  Necessary  to 
Service,  Retrieve  and  Otherwise  Manipulate  a  Process-Produced  Data  Base.  Third 
priority.  Although  extremely  important,  it  logically  follows  that  such  a  pub- 
lication cannot  be  produced  before  first  surveying  the  field  and  consulting 
practitioners.  Plans  are  to  present  an  outline  for  consideration  at  the  Uppsala 
meetings. 

These  projects  have  been  arranged  in  priority,  not  by  their  relative  importance, 
but  in  consideration  of  their  reasonable  and  logical  sequential  order  for  work. 
All  projects  except  the  last  one  will  be  prepared  separately  by  national  action 
groups,  each  consulting  with  institutions  in  their  parent  country  (i-e.,  the 
USAG  will  prepare  lists  of  inventories  published  or  originated  in  the  United 
States,  and  so  forth). 


Project  #/ 
Priorities 

May  1977 

February  1978 

August  1978 

1/1 

First  Draft 

Finished  Product 

2/2 

Outline 

Outline 

First  Draft 

3/2 

Outline 

Outline 

First  Draft 

4/3 

Outline 

DATA  ORGANIZATION  AND  MANAGEMENT 

Canada-  Greg  Morrison,  Social  Science  Data  Archive,  Department  of  Sociology, 
Carleton  University,  Ottawa,  Ontario  KIS  5E6 

Europe-  Eric  Tannenbaum,  Social  Science  Research  Council  Survey  Archive,  University 
of  Essex,  Wivenhoe  Park,  P.O.  Box  23,  Colchester,  Essex,  England  C04  3S0 

United  States-  William  Gammell,  Social  Science  Data  Center,  University  of  Connecti- 
cut, Stnrrs,  Connecticut  06268 
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Report  of  the  Joint  United  States-Canadian  Action  Groups  on 
Data  Organization  and  Management  (DOM  AG) 

Submitted  by 

Bill  Gammell,  University  of  Connecticut 
Greg  Morrison,  Carleton  University 


Members  Present 

United  States 
William  Gammell,  Ch,  University  of  Connecticut 
Peggy  Cahn,  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  New  York 
Shirley  Gilbert,  Princeton  University 
Pnina  Grinberg,  Columbia  University 
Gary  Klass,  State  University  of  New  York  at  Binghamton 
LaVerne  D.  Knezek,  Texas  Christian  University  [also  DAD  AG] 
Sheldon  Laube,  CM.  Leinwond  Associates ,  Newton,  Massachusetts 
Barbara  Noble,  Center  for  Advanced  Computation,  University  of  Illinois 
Pat  Peterson,  Agency  for  International  Development  (AID) 
Elizabeth  Powell,  LEAA/NCJISS,  Department  of  Justice,  Washington,  D.C.  [also 

PP  AG] 
Richard  C.  Roistacher,  Center  for  Advanced  Computation,  University  of  Illinois 

Canada 
Greg  Morrison,  Ch,  Carleton  University,  Ottawa,  Ontario 
Rachel  Des  Rosiers,  Canadian  Data  Clearing  House  for  the  Social  Sciences 

Ex  Officio 
Carolyn  Geda,  ICPSR,  University  of  Michigan 

During  the  conference,  the  following  activities  were  carried  out: 

1.  Began  compiling  an  Inventory  of  Software  Relating  to  Data  Organization 
and  Management.  This  effort  is  viewed  as  an  on-going  project.  The  coordinators 
will  complete  a  first  draft  to  be  distributed  and  approved  during  the  lASSIST 
May  meetings  in  Toronto.  The  Inventory  wil 1  be  published  in  the  Newsletter. 
Contributions  to  this  list  are  encouraged. 

2.  Discussed  advanced  developments  in  data  management.  Richard  Roistacher 
reported  on  the  development  of  the  Data  Interchange  File  concept  and  on  the  use 
of  computerized  document  processors  for  the  creation  and  management  of  machine- 
readable  codebooks.  Sheldon  Laube  reviewed  the  capabilities  of  existing  data 
cleaning  software  and  described  the  design  and  development  work  now  being  done 
on  a  generalized  data  cleaning  system.  The  AG  will  be  active  in  providing  input 
to  these  projects. 

3.  Reviewed  with  representatives  of  the  Data  Archive  Development  AG  the  out- 
line for  the  Guide  [see  description  under  DAD  AG  report]  and  discussed  possible 
contributions  to  this  project.  Copies  of  the  revised  DAD  AG  outline  will  be 
circulated  to  group  members  in  time  for  extensive  consideration  at  the  Toronto 
meetings. 
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Planned  several  projects:  (a)  Development  of  a  list  of  recommendations 
addressed  to  potential  researchers  on  study  desiqn  as  it  relates  to  data  man- 
agement (the  "do's  and  don'ts"  list).  Group  members  are  to  send  in  their 
suggestions  to  the  DOM  AG  coordinators.  A  consolidated  list  will  be  produced 
in  Toronto  for  publication  in  the  Newsletter  and  elsewhere,  (b)  Collation  of 
information  on  relevant  monographs,  technical  reports,  program  writeups,  etc., 
which  the  AG  members  would  like  to  share.  The  intent  of  the  collection  is  to 
publish  this  information  in  a  "What's  New  In  Data  flanagement"  section  of  the 
Newsletter. 

5.  Prepared  an  agenda  for  the  Toronto  meetings;  items  for  that  agenda  have 
been  referred  to  above. 

The  DOM  AG  coordinators  would  like  to  suggest  the  following  revised  mandate  for 
future  discussion  at  international  lASSIST  meetings: 

"This  group  addresses  the  problems  of  data  organization  and  management 
confronting  those  archiving  or  usinq  social  science  data.  The  AG  will 
investigate  and  evaluate  software  and  procedures  for  data  and  documen- 
tation preparation  and  management;  recommend  nuidelines  for  preparation 
procedures  and  software  development;  and,  sponsor  workshops  and  seminars 
for  professional  training  and  the  exchange  of  information  in  these  areas." 

[The  original  mandate  includes  "hardware"  as  an  area  to  be  addressed  by  this  AG; 
see  Newsletter  Volume  1,  Number  1  for  the  full  text  of  the  mandate.] 


AN    OVERVIEW    OF   PROBLEMS   ASSOCIATED    WITH   PROC  ESS  -  PROD  UC  ED    DATA   / 
paul   miitler 

For  the  August  1976  lASSIST  meetings,  Paul  Muller  preoared  a  report  which 
provided  a  broad  overview  of  problems  associated  with  process-produced  data. 
What  follows  is  an  edited  version  of  this  report.  [Future  issues  of  the  News-- 
letter will  contain  additional  Action  Group  reports.  The  membership  is  encour- 
aged  to  begin  a  dialogue  on  this  and  other  issues  of  concern  to  the  data  archive 
community.] 

"Administrative  Bookkeeping  as  a  Social  Science  Data  Base" 

by,, 

Paul  Muller 

Institute  for  Applied  Social  Research 

University  of  Cologne 

1.0  [...]  I  will  try  to  give  a  rather  broad  overview  of  problems  associated 
with  the  "production,  acguisition,  preservation,  processing,  distribution, 
and  utilization  of  machine-readable"  process-produced  data.  This  report 
is  necessarily  biased  by  my  own  viewpoints  and  experiences;  other  exper- 
iences may  well  be  fundamentally  different.  But,' the  function  of  this 
paper  is  to  initiate  discussion  and  later,  joint  actions. 
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1 . 1  Process-produced  data 

1.1.1  Definitions 

Within  this  action  group  we  should  be  concerned  with  "process-produced 
data"  as  defined  by  Rokkan,  as  well  as  with  "official  bookkeeping  data" 
(e.g.,  administrative  registers).  A  common  problem  with  these  data  is 
that  they  are/were  not  originally  collected  for  scientific  purposes  and/ 
or  within  explicit  statistical  routines,  thus  creating  the  research  situ- 
ation that  the  data  are  to  a  great  extent  already  "given".  The  generic 
term,  "process-produced  data,"  would  encompass  all  data  that  are/were 
not  collected  for  statistical  or  scientific  research  (e.g.,  censuses  or 
surveys),  but  are  instead  by-products  or  traces  of  the  daily  routines  of 
private  or  public  organizations  or  persons. 

1.1.2  Priorities 


As  a  first  step,  we  should  concentrate  on  already-created  machine-readable 
data  within  public  administration.  This  would  imoly  structured  mass-data. 

1 .2  Problem  areas 

1.2.1  Inventory  of  machine-readable  administrative  data  bases 

The  first  task  is  to  obtain  an  overview  of  the  existing  data  bases  within 
the  restricted  domain  as  defined  in  1.1.2.  In  West  Germany,  QUANTUM  plans 
a  pilot  study  for  Morth-Rhine-Westfalia ,  "A  continuous  inventory  of  admin- 
istrative machine-readable  data  bases."  Prior  documentation  projects  have 
identified  some  185  machine-readable  data  bases  at  the  state  level  (North- 
Rhine-Westfalia) ,  as  well  as  some  655  files  at  the  local  government  level 
(City  of  Cologne)  [...]  as  by-products  of  EDP  use  in  public  administration. 
These  inventories  should  be  [...1  descriptions  of  the  data  bases:  e.g., 
coverage,  period  of  correction/update,  variables,  etc.  The  experiences 
with  the  project  in  Germany  show  that  updating  would  not  occur  without  the 
active  participation  of  the  administration.  The  first  step  towards  this 
end  should  be  en  overview  of  existing  EDP  routines  within  public  admini- 
stration. This  can  be  rather  easily  achieved  by  using  the  information  of 
the  existing  coordinating  committees/institutions  within  public  administra- 
tion and  by  jointly  establishing  a  check  list. 

1.2.2  Documentation 

Existing  documentation  of  machine-readable  process-produced  data  e.g.. 
National  Archives  and  Records  Service,  Catalog  of  Machine-Readable 
Records  in  the  National  Archives  of  the  United  States,  (Washington,  D.C., 
1975)  or  Directory  of  Computerized  Data  Files  &  Related  Software,  (Na- 
tional Technical  Information  Service,  1974)  are  models  far  less  ambi- 
tious than  the  envisaged  codebook-1 ike  documentation.  Good  examples  for 
this  would  be:  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  1973  Cur- 
rent Population  Survey  -  Summary  Earnings  Record  Exact  Match  File  Code- 
book,  Part  I  -  Basic  Information  Studies  from  interagency  data  linkages, 
by  F.  Scheuren,  D.  Vaughan,  and  W.  Alvey.  Report  No.  5  (1975)  and  De- 
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partment  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  1973  Current  Population 
Survey  -  Summary  Earnings  Record  Exact  Match  File  Codebook,  Part  II  - 
Supplemental  Information,  Studies  from  interagency  data  linkages,  by 
F.  Scheuren,  B.  Kilss,  and  C.  Cobleigh.  Report  No.  6  (1975). 


1.2.3  Preservation 


It  is  time  to  follow  up  the  initiatives  that  were  made  by  the  Ruggles-, 
Kaysen-  and  Dunn  Report  in  the  United  States.  Specifically,  we  have  to 
define  research  needs  vis-a-vis  national,  state,  and  local  archiving  in- 
stitutions. In  so  far  as  some  95%  of  data  generated  within  public  ad- 
ministrations are  physically  destroyed,  joint  actions  must  be  launched 
to  define  worth-while  material  to  be  preserved.  In  Germany,  we  have  an 
ongoing  discussion  concerning  an  archive  law  which  should  take  into  con- 
sideration the  specific  interests  of  social  science  research  (criteria 
for  preservation,  the  archiving  of  temporal  and/or  cross  section  samples 
of  linked  files).  The  German  data  law  will  have  an  effect  on  the  qual- 
ity of  the  archived  data,  in  so  far  as  it  allows  for  selective  destroy- 
ing of  individual  records  within  a  register.  It  is  yet  very  unclear 
whether  this  contamination  effect  can  be  avoided  in  some  way. 

I  propose  beginning  with  an  overview  of  existing  archiving  criteria 
(Kassation,  physically  destroying  of  data)  within  governmental  archives 
and  investigating  whether  these  criteria  are  compatible  with  the  kinds 
of  uses  thai;  are  not  case-studies  or  oriented  towards  identified  persons 
(e.g.,  historical). 

1.2.4  Data  Laws 

The  data  laws  will  have  an  impact  on  accessibility  to  administrative  data 
for  research  purposes,  not  only  with  reg.ird  to  access  to  identifiable  in- 
dividual data  (very  often  necessary  in  the  data  collection  and  management 
phases).  As  these  data  laws  do  not  provide  for  exceptions,  serious  re- 
search projects  will  be  effectively  hampered  when  these  projects  are  not 
in  the  interests  of  a  data  providing  agency.  Data  laws  (or  their  drafts) 
are  increasingly  used  for  the  secretion  of  public  administration  data 
(even  in  the  cases  when  anonymous  information  are  required/souaht) . . . . 

1.2.5  Uses  already  made  of  process-produced  data 

To  ensure  response  to  research  needs  for  process-produced  data,  we 
should  survey  the  uses  made  of  administrative  registers  (i.e.,  those 
uses  that  were  beyond  the  simple  drawing  of  samples). 

In  Germany,  we  will  take  another  look  at  around  6000  identified  research 
projects  within  the  INFORMATIONSZENTRUM  social  science  research  project. 
Similar  endeavors  should  be  made  in  other  countries  as  far  as  there  ex- 
ists information  on  research  projects. 

1-2.6  Quality  and  characteristics  of  administrative  bookkeeping 

There  has  been  very  little  attention  paid  to  problems  with  the  quality 
of  process-produced  data  (e.g.,  how  are  these  data  created,  in  what  ways 
are  the  collection  or  validation  processes  biased)  or  to  the  characteris- 
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tics  of  official  bookkeeping.  There  is  a  plethora  of  "validity  studies," 
which  compare  sample  survey  data  with  official  statistics,  but  as  a  spe- 
cific kind  of  study  are  not  very  cumulative. 

The  quality  of  process-produced  data  and  characteristics  of  administra- 
tive registers  are  the  objects  of  an  ongoing  research  project  at  the  In- 
stitute for  Applied  Social  Research  in  Cologne  (Wolfgang  Bick  and  Paul  J. 
Muller)  in  which  we  analyse  the  laterality  of  representation  of  the  in- 
dividual's (client's)  social  context  and  the  temporal  changes  in  regis- 
tration by  public  administration  of  everyday  activities. 

1.2.7  Record  linkage 

Because  these  data  are  very   often  "meager"  due  to  the  limited  administra- 
tive purposes  for  which  they  are  collected,  linked  registers  or  data  sets 
should  be  of  the  greatest  interest.  To  the  extent  that  administrative 
registers  are  organized  within  different  life  sectors,  the  potential  of 
record  linkage,  (or  family  reconstitution  as  it  is  called  within  histori- 
cal demography),  for  supplementing  existing  large  scale,  but  limited  reg- 
isters is  promising.  A  codebook-1 ike  documentation  of  linked  files  should 
by  envisaged  (cf .  1 .2.2) 

Research  on  record-linkage  techniques  increasingly  concentrates  on  the 
problems  associated  with  statistical  versus  exact  links  (cf.  Department 
of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  Some  Observations  on  Linkage  of  Survey 
and  Administrative  Record  Data,  Studies  from  interagency  data  linkages, 
by  J.  Steinberg.  (1973).  The  60-odd  exact-matching  studies  done  in  the 
last  decades  showed  that  without  a  unique  standard  indentifier  (SSN,  PK, 
person  identification  number)  exact  record-linkage  would  continue  to  be  a 
very  expensive  task  achieving  only  an  average  of  85-90%  matches.  We  need 
a  methodological  breakthrough  for  synthesizing  different  data  bases  ac- 
cording to  configurations  of  socio-economic  characteristics. 

1.2.8  Instruments 

We  will  repeat  the  mistakes  made  in  earlier  phases  of  the  archive  "move- 
ment" if  we  neglect  the  need  for  specific  computer  programs  to  handle 
process-produced,  often  "ragged"  data;  therefore,  we  should  consider  the 
problems  of  analyzing  strings  of  data  (e.g.  within  CROSSTABS  or  TROLL, 
perhaps)  hierarchies  of  relations  (e.g.  area-block-house-fanily-respon- 
dent),  or  "life  histories". 

It  is  good  to  hear  that  the  SPSS-survey  has  already  brought  these  issues 
to  the  attention  of  the  SPSS-people.  [...] 

1.2.9  Interdisciplinary  communication 

There  is  a  real  opportunity  for  intensified  communication  between  those 
researchers  working  in  quantitative  history  (the  analysis  of  tax  regis- 
ters, birth  certificates,  marriage  licences,  etc.)  and  social  scientists 
who  have  already  worked  with  or  are  interested  in  using  process-produced 
data  for  their  research  purposes.  This  communication,  which  is  already 
institutionally  organized  within  QUANTUM,  should  enable  us  to  document, 
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store,  and  distribute  process-produced  data  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
kinds  of  uses  have  not  to  be  invented  after  completing  all  these  tasks. 
In  particular,  the  development  of  a  "source  criticism"  for  mass  data, 
analogous  to  the  development  of  the  methodology  of  survey  data,  can  only 
be  achieved  in  an  interdisciplinary  way.  Such  efforts  are  necessary  for 
the  envisaged  descriptors  for  machine-readable  process-produced  data. 
Similarly,  cooperation  with  those  people  working  on  record-linkage  prob- 
lems (e.g.,  Oxford  Record-Linkage  Study  on  medical  record  linkage)  or 
with  large-scale  process-produced  data  (e.g.  criminal  statistics  utili- 
zing court-records)  should  be  initiated.... 

1 .3  Quantities 

It  is  not  possible  to  deal  with  these  problems  solely  within  the  existing 
social  science  archiving  movement  which  has  so  heavily  concentrated  on 
survey  data.  Other  institutes  must  be  brouaht  into  a  network  of  archives 
and  information  centers  in  which  coordination  and  a  division  of  labor  must 
be  planned.  (Examples  of  these  include  the  "Sozialdatenbank"  [Social-In- 
formation-System  of  the  Departiflent  of  Labour  and  Social  Affairs,  West  Ger- 
many], the  proposed  "Zentrum  fur  Aggregatdaten"  [Centre  for  aggregate  data 
of  the  German  National  Science  Foundation],  and  the  National  Archives.")  In 
Germany,  the  prospects  for  coordination  are  a  little  bit  better  because  of 
the  pioneering  work  being  done  within  the  Information-  and  Documentation 
Program  of  the  Federal  Government. 


BOOK     N  OT  I  C  E  S  /  Kathleen  m.  heim 


Introduction 

This  column  is  a  preliminary  step  in  defining  the  literature  of  data  ar- 
chiving. Those  of  us  who  have  tried  to  assess  the  state  of  the  art  in  order  to 
formulate  annual  reports,  write  articles,  or  keep  professionally  informed  have 
been  frustrated  by  the  lack  of  bibl iograohic  control  over  our  area  of  concern. 
Indexing  and  abstracting  services  such  as  Social  Science  Citation  Index,  Infor- 
mation Science  Abstracts,  Library  Literature,  Social  Science  Index  and  Resources 
in  Education  are  unsystematic  in  their  assignation  of  subject  headings  to  pieces 
of  literature  related  to  data  archives.  The  problem  is  further  confounded  by 
the  fact  that  seminal  information  concerning  the  establishment  of  data  archiving 
has  often  been  distributed  informally  at  conferences  or  in  unpublished  papers. 
When  our  numbers  were  small  we  could  depend  upon  an  invisible  college  network  to 
disseminate  important  information.  However,  as  our  numbers  grow  and  as  new  ar- 
chivists enter  the  field  without  access  to  the  established  network,  it  becomes 
mandatory  that  we  define  and  organize  the  literature  of  our  profession. 
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Currently,  a  comprehensive  annotated  bibliography  on  data  archiving  is  being 
compiled  by  Alice  Robbin  (lASSIST  Newsletter  editor)  and  Kathleen  M.  Heim  (News- 
letter, Book  Notices).  The  methodology  for  identifying  relevant  literature  has 
taken  place  in  three  modes:  1)  conventional  indexes  and  abstracts  were  searched 
both  manually  and  by  computerized  bibliographic  retrieval  systems;  2)  a  call  for 
relevant  papers  was  made  to  lASSIST  members;  3)  all  citations  in  papers  identi- 
fied from  methods  1)  and  2)  were  traced.  We  have  at  this  time  identified  almost 
200  papers  and,  judging  from  the  completeness  of  our  files  in  relation  to  cita- 
tions, feel  we  are  getting  close  to  a  total  control  over  the  articles  relevant 
to  the  history  and  perspectives  of  social  science  data  archiving.  To  insure 
comprehensiveness,  however,  we  would  like  to  request  that  you  check  your  person- 
al files  and  to  send  us  any  citations  you  have  for  published  or  unpublished 
pieces  of  literature  concerning  data  archives--both  retrospective  and  current. 
Through  a  cooperative  effort  we  hope  to  control  this  aspect  of  our  literature. 
Please  send  citations  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  lASSIST  Newsletter  editor.  We 
are  especially  anxious  for  citations  relating  to  data  archiving  outside  the  U.S. 

As  a  spin-off  from  compiling  the  bibliography  we  felt  it  would  be  stimula- 
ting to  include  reviews  of  data  archiving  literature  as  a  regular  feature  in  the 
lASSIST  Newsletter.  We  will  include  a  series  of  "retrospective"  reviews  high- 
lighting important  early  writing  as  well  as  current  reviews  reflecting  recent 
publications.  After  the  annotated  bibliography  is  published,  this  column  will 
function  as  an  updating  service  to  that  volume. 

Suggestions  for  reviews  are  solicited  and  any  ideas  concerning  better  bib- 
liographic control  of  the  data  archiving  literature  would  be  appreciated;  send 
them  to  lASSIST  Newsletter,  Book  Notices,  c/o  Kathleen  Heim,  Data  and  Program 
Library  Service,  4452  Social  Science  Building,  University  of  Wisconsin-Madison, 
Madison,  Wisconsin  53706. 


Nasatir,  David.  Data  Archives  for  the  Social  Sciences:  Purposes,  Operations 
and  Problems.  UNESCO.  Reports  and  Papers  in  the  Social  Sciences:  SS/CH 
W.      T973:   ISBN-92-3-101052-2  (English  edition)  ISBN-92-3-201052-6  (French 
edition).  Price:  US  $3,  t  1;  12  F.  Plus  taxes,  if  applicable.  U.S.  dis- 
tributor: UNESCO  Publications  Center,  P.O.  Box  433,  New  York,  N.Y.  10016. 
U.K.  distributor:  H.M.  Stationery  Office,  P.O.  Box  569,  London  SEl  9NH. 
French  distributor:  Librairie  de  I'Unesco,  place  de  Fontenoy,  75  Paris 
-7  .CCP  12508-48.  German  (Fed.  Rep)  distributor:  Verlag  Dokumentation, 
Postfach  148,  Jaiserstrasse  13,  8023,  mUnCHEN-PULLACH.  (For  addresses  of 
other  National  distributors  see  back  of  UNESCO  Publications.) 

Under  UNESCO  resolution  3.221  the  Director-General  was  mandated  "to  study 
the  conditions  required  for  the  establishment  within  an  international  centre  of 
card  indexes  of  archives  of  investigations  carried  out  in  the  domain  of  the 
social  sciences."  Dr.  David  Nasatir  of  the  International  Data  Library  and  Ref- 
erence Service,  Survey  Research  Center,  University  of  California  at  Berkeley 
was  contracted  to  carry  out  the  feasibility  study.  This  UNESCO  Report  is  Dr. 
Nasatir's  assessment  of  the  purpose  of  data  archives,  operational  considerations ^ 
and  future  recommendations  for  co-ordination  of  international  data  archive  de- 
velopment. 
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The  126  page  document  provides  the  novice  with  a  coherent  introduction  to 
the  multi-dimensional  problems  of  the  field  and  the  experienced  data  archivist 
with  a  thoughtful  analysis  of  procedural  considerations.  The  report  is  divided 
into  three  chapters  and  ten  appendices.  A  brief  recapitulation  of  these  will 
give  a  clear  idea  of  the  scope  of  this  important  publication. 

An  Overview  of  the  Data  Archive  Movement 

The  rationale  for  and  a  brief  historical  development  of  data  archiving  is  pre- 
sented in  this  section.  Nasatir  treats  the  problems  traditional  librarians  have 
had  with  understanding  the  archive  movement  and  forsees  that  the  U.S.  Bureau  of 
the  Census  interest  in  having  libraries  manage  the  summary  tapes  might  well  make 
librarians  more  cognizant  of  the  use  of  archives.  [Nasatir's  prediction  has 
been  proven  correct;  traditional  librarians  are  beginning  to  manifest  a  greater 
understanding  of  archives  in  their  professional  literature.] 

Funding  strategies  and  location  of  archives  also  receive  careful  consideration 
by  Nasatir  who  provides  a  flow  chart  of  data  from  "input  through  archive  status 
for  distribution  to  users"  as  well  as  a  copy  of  the  [now  defunct]  U.S.  Council 
of  Social  Science  Data  Archives  "Check-List  for  Study  Processing."  Nasatir  iden- 
tifies the  greatest  problem  of  data  archives  as  achieving  inter-archival  coordin- 
ation. His  treatment  of  the  many  sides  of  this  problem  bears  special  considera- 
tion by  the  lASSIST  membership:  notably,  his  account  of  data  archive  organiza- 
tions throughout  the  world. 

Operational  Consideration  of  Archives 

In  this  section  Nasatir  outlines  the  technical  problems  faced  by  data  archivists, 
such  as  acquisition,  cleaning,  inventorying,  retrieving,  diffusing  and  training. 
He  considers  staff  requirements,  space  allocation,  archival  security  and  admini- 
stration. This  is  the  only  guide  to  the  operations  of  archives  that  exists  and 
though  Nasatir  is  brief  in  his  treatment  of  each  point,  he  nevertheless  takes 
into  consideration  the  major  aspects  of  daily  archival  work. 

Problems  Remaining  in  the  Creation  of  Data  Library  Infrastructure 

Nasatir  identifies  three  major  problems  that  must  be  overcome  before  it  will  be 
possible  to  create  an  infrastructure  for  the  development  and  use  of  social  science 
data  archives:  administration,  technical  and  political.  Under  administrative 
problems  he  discusses  1)  creating  new  archives;  2)  recruiting  personnel;  and,  3) 
allocating  priorities.  Under  technical  problems:  1)  data  management;  2)  data 
retrieval;  3)  analysis;  and,  4)  inventories.  Under  political  problems:  location 
of  long-term  stable  funding  and  the  need  for  an  international  organization.  [Ed. 
Note:  David  Nasatir  is  one  of  the  founders  of  lASSIST. ] 

Appendices 

The  appendices  of  the  report  draw  together  important  data:  1)  Sample  Operating 
Budget;  2)  List  of  Archives;  3)  Codebook  Standards;  4)  Machine  Readable  Code- 
book;  5)  Cleaning  Notes;  6)  Key  Word  Listing  of  Study  Titles;  7)  Analysis  Request 
Forms;  8)  Timing  of  Operations;  9)  Standard  Format;  10)  Set-up  Budget. 
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It  is  impossible  within  the  scope  of  a  brief  review  to  do  more  than  qive  a 
cursory  description  of  the  wealth  of  material  Nasatir  has  compiled.  The  recom- 
mendations in  this  report,  many  of  which  are  already  in  the  process  of  implemen- 
tation, will  stand  as  a  seminal  document  for  the  data  archivist.  In  addition  to 
the  practical  aspects  of  archiving  its  tone  is  thoughtful,  provocative  and  will 
help  archivists  to  reassess  the  role  of  their  profession  and  its  importance  to 
scholarship.  Recommended.  An  absolute  necessity  for  every  data  archivist. 


iJyen,  0rjar.  "Social  Research  and  the  Protection  of  Privacy:  A  Review  of  the 
Norwegian  Development."  Acta  Sociologica:  19  (1976):  249-262. 

The  concern  about  the  individual's  right  to  privacy  has  been  the  focus  of 
legislation,  conferences,  and  professional  forums  in  nearly  every  Western  nation. 
In  his  review  of  developments  in  Norway,  0r,iar  0yen  comments  on  the  universiality 
with  which  social  science  research  policies  seem  to  develop,  "they  appear  in  a 
number  of  different  national  settings  almost  simultaneously,  in  similar  time  se- 
quences, and  with  the  thrust  of  largely  identical  kinds  of  rationale."  0yen  re- 
fers specifically  to  1)  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  government  or  political 
concern  with  and  control  of  social  science  research  and  2)  a  proliferation  of 
efforts  to  regulate  the  social  scientists'  relations  to  issues  of  confidentiality, 
the  protection  of  privacy,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  integrity  of  individuals. 

While  0yen's  focus  is  on  Norwegian  developments  his  perceptions  of  the  ram- 
ifications of  these  issues  are  valid  to  social  scientists  and  data  archivists 
throughout  the  world.  He  notes,  "the  joint  operation  of  the  increased  control 
of  social  science  research  and  the  restrictions  placed  upon  researchers'  access 
to  and  utilization  of  data  may  have  far-reaching  consequences."  After  raising 
questions  about  the  Norwegian  Data  Committee's  proposal  to  institute  a  Data  In- 
spection agency,  0yen  comments  upon  the  possible  effects  of  such  legislation  on 
social  science  research. 

The  effects  on  research  include  1)  access  to  personal  data  as  a  premise  of 
social  science;  2)  failure  of  the  Data  Committee  to  recognize  that  the  relation- 
ship between  researchers  and  individuals  furnishing  data  is  different  than  that 
between  individuals  and  public  agencies;  3)  social  scientists'  practice  of  not 
releasing  data  to  public  agencies;  4)  social  scientists'  need  for  identifiable 
data  for  dynamic  studies;  5)  differential  treatment  of  fund  allocation;  6)  possi- 
bility that  Data  Inspection  will  result  in  censorship  of  research;  7)  possible 
shift  of  research  from  empirical  to  speculative;  8)  augmentation  of  research  pro- 
posals overemphasizing  criteria  of  relevance  and  usefulness  according  to  whatever 
goals  the  concession  authority  possesses;  9)  rules  governing  privacy  which  might 
function  as  a  mechanism  for  protection  of  the  agency  or  bureaucracy  claiming  to 
be  bound  by  such  rules;  10). 1  imitations  on  the  training  of  recruits  and  new  re- 
searchers; and,  11)  risk  of  an  arbitrary  definition  of  sensitivity. 
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While  0yen's  discussion  focuses  on  Norwegian  developments,  the  reader  will 
be  able  to  draw  parallels  to  his  or  her  own  national  situation.  0yen's  final 
caveat, 

"It  would  seem  unfortunate  if  the  increasinn  need  for  social  science 
research  in  the  policy  field,  and  the  exoansion  of  public  support  and 
political  control  of  social  science  developments,  were  to  be  linked  to 
efforts  to  tie  the  hands  of  researchers  through  the  introduction  of 
rules  which  might  give  the  social  sciences  a  serious  setback.  In  fact, 
such  a  development  might  be  threatening  another  integrity  requirement, 
namely,  the  right  to  understand." 

0yen's  review  is  an  incisive  look  at  the  consequences  of  privacy  protection 
legislation  created  without  consideration  of  social  science  needs.  It  is  a  so- 
phisticated analysis  of  issues  which  will  continue  to  command  the  attention  of 
researchers  and  data  archivists  in  the  next  decade.  Recommended  as  essential 
reading--an  insightful  introduction  to  the  problems  of  privacy  protection  for  the 
social  scientist  and  by  extension,  the  data  archivist. 


REPORT    ON    THE    COMMITTEE    OF    EUROPEAN    SOCIAL     SCIENCE         DATA 
ARCHIVES,  JANUARY    22,  1977 

Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  European  Social  Science  Data  Archives,  22  January  1977 

The  Committee  of  European  Social  Science  Archives  was  established  at  a 
I    meeting  in  Amsterdam  in  June  1976  and  held  its  second  meeting  in  Paris  on  22 
January  1977.  The  meeting  was  attended  by  representatives  of  the  seven  member 
organizations:  the  ADPSS-Milan,  the  BASS-Louvain-la-Fleuve,  the  DDA-Cooenhagen, 
the  NSD-Bergen,  the  SSRC-SA-Essex,  the  SA-Amsterdam  and  the  ZA-Cologne.  The 
meeting  agreed  to  organize  one  conference  a  year  and  to  encourage  the  establish- 
ment of  a  number  of  time-limited  European  Working  Parties  of  3-^   data  organiza- 
tions each.  ZA-Coloqne,  offered  to  host  the  1978  meeting:  this  will  focus  on 
Privacy  Legislation. 

The  Committee  also  instructed  BASS  to  invite  established,  puhlic-service 
data  organizations  (archives  and  broader  data  services  offering  access  for  a 
range  of  universities,  centres)  all  across  the  world  to  take  part  in  the  con- 
stituent meeting  of  an  International  Federation  of  Data  Organizations.  This 
meeting  is  scheduled  for  21-22  Hay  at  Louvain-la-fleuve. 

The  new  body  would  be  based  exclusively  on  organizational  membership  and 
would  commit  its  members  to  support  concrete  projects  of  co-operation.  The 
Federation  will,  if  established,  serve  to  bring  data  archives,  data  services 
and  data  centres  together  as  institutions  and  would  offer  a  parallel  structure 
to  the  individually-based  lASSIST.  There  was  full  agreement  that  the  two  bodies 
should  complement  each  other  and  help  each  other  through  joint  activities. 
There  was  also  agreement  that  the  Statutes  of  IF-DO  should  give  full  recognition 
to  IASSIST  and  commit  the  Federation  to  close  co-oneration  with  the  Association. 

For  further  information  please  write  to  Philippe  Laurent  at  BASS. 
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NEW    ORGANIZATIONS/  REORGANIZATION 

AUSTRAL  I  A 

New  Social  Science  Consortium  in  Australia 

An  association  of  universities  and  colleges  has  been  formed  and  has  taken 
up  Australian  national  membership  of  the  Inter-university  Consortium  for  Poli- 
tical and  Social  Research  (ICPSR)  in  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan.  The  association,  to 
be  known  after  incorporation  as  the  Australian  Consortium  for  Social  and  Poli- 
tical Research  Inc.  (ACSPRI),  will  have  nine  members  from  1  July  1976.  These 
are  the  Australian  National  University,  the  Flinders  University  of  South  Aus- 
tralia, James  Cook  University  of  North  Queensland,  La  Trobe  University,  the 
Universities  of  Melbourne,  New  South  Wales,  Queensland,  and  Sydney,  and  the 
Western  Australian  Institute  of  Technology.  One  or  two  more  institutions  may 
join  soon  after  this  date.  Scholars  at  member  institutions  will  have  access 
to  the  data  sets  in  the  three  ICPSR  archives,  and  also  to  certain  other  ICPSR 
services  related  to  the  survey  package  OSIRIS  and  subsidized  attendance  at 
summer  schools. 

As  a  consequence  of  ACSPRI 's  national  membership  of  ICPSR,  all  requests 
for  ICPSR  data  sets  from  within  Australia  will  in  future  be  channelled  through 
ACSPRI.  All  data  sets  obtained  as  a  result  of  these  requests  will  be  copied, 
stored  and  catalogued  by  ACSPRI  before  being  passed  on  to  the  persons  origi- 
nating them.  In  this  way  a  collection  of  social  science  data  sets  will  be 
built  up  within  Australia.  In  addition,  it  is  hoped  to  include  as  many  Austra- 
lian data  sets  as  possible  in  the  local  collection.  Investigators  at  Austra- 
lian universities  and  colleges  are  urged  to  deposit  their  data  sets  with  ACSPRI. 
There  they  will  be  copied  and  the  duplicates  sent  to  ICPSR  or  to  some  other 
overseas  archive  for  examination,  and  if  the  collection  is  regarded  there  as 
sufficiently  important,  for  cleaning  also.  It  is  not  envisaaed  that  a  fully 
fledged  data  archive  with  its  own  cleaning  facilities  could  be  established  in 
Australia  for  some  years,  but  the  ACSPRI  collection  will,  in  time,  provide  a 
foundation  for  such  an  archive  to  build  on. 

In  accordance  with  an  agreement  between  ACSPRI  and  the  Australian  National 
University,  the  ANU  Survey  Research  Centre  will  act  as  ACSPRI's  agent  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  its  collection,  in  the  servicing  of  requests  for  data  (either 
directly  from  that  collection  or  from  ICPSR)  in  furnishing  the  ACSPRI  represen- 
tatives from  the  member  institutions  with  the  relevant  documentation,  and  in 
acting  as  a  channel  for  ICPSR  services  generally.  Persons  having  data  sets 
which  may  be  suitable  for  depositing  in  the  ACSPRI  collection  (most  of  those  ac- 
quired as  a  result  of  PhD  work  will  qualify)  or  who  wish  to  know  more  about  the 
ICPSR  archives  and  other  services  are  invited  to  contact  the  Secretary  of  ACSPRI, 
Mr.  K.R.W.  Brewer,  at  the  ANU  Survey  Research  Centre  in  the  JCSMR  Building,  ANU, 
P.  0.  Box  4,  Canberra  (Tel.  Canberra  49  4400).  The  names  of  the  official  repre- 
sentatives of  member  institutions  are   also  available  from  Mr.  Brewer. 
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POLAND 

Polish  Academy  of  Sciences 
Section  on  Data  Processing  and  Data  Archiving 

Krzysztof  Ostrowski,  lASSIST  East  European  Secretariat,  writes  that  the 
Polish  Academy  of  Sciences  has  announced  the  establishment  of  a  Section  of 
Data  Processing  and  Data  Archiving  within  the  Committee  of  Political  Sciences. 

The  function  of  the  Section  is  to  coordinate  activities  in  computer- 
related  data  analysis  for  the  political  sciences.  The  Section  intends  to 
assist  in  the  exchange  of  information,  software,  and  computer  documentation 
between  various  Polish  research  institutes  and  universities  and  establish 
contacts  with  research  institutions  and  organizations  abroad. 

Computer  capability  of  the  research  institutes  represented  in  the  Section 
includes  large  and  medium-size  computers  (IBM,  CDC,  RIAD,  ICL,  Odra)  and  stan- 
dard software  packages  (e.g.,  OSIRIS,  SPSS,  STAIRS).  Mini  processors  such  as 
Datapoint  and  PDP  are  being  introduced,  but  small  interactive  programs  are  un- 
available. Experience  in  data  archiving  and  secondary  analysis  is  still  limited. 

Dr.  Ostrowski  would  like  to  initiate  an  exchange  of  information  relating 
to  data  processing  and  archiving.  He  asks  that  materials  which  you  have  found 
relevant  be  sent  to  him.  As  lASSIST  has  as  one  of  its  objectives  the  fostering 
of  international  dissemination  and  exchange  of  information  about  social  science 
data  processing  and  archiving,  this  appears  to  be  an  occasion  when  lASSIST  mem- 
bers can  play  a  useful  role. 

Dr.  Ostrowski 's  address  is  Komitet  Nauk  Politycznych  PAN,  Sekcja 
Przetwarzania  i  Archiwizacji  Danych,  skrytka  pocztowa  12,  00-955  Warszawa. 


UNITED  STATES 

Radcliffe  College  Data  .Resource  and  Research  Center 

With  a  grant  from  the  Ford  Foundation,  Radcliffe  College  will  establish 
the  Radcliffe  Data  Resource  and  Research  Center.  This  Center  will  become  a 
base  for  the  social  scientific  study  of  life  patterns  of  educated  women  in 
American  society. 

The  Data  Resource  and  Research  Center  is  designed  to  provide  a  central 
location  for  the  maintenance  and  updating  of  (panel)  data  to  help  obviate  un- 
necessary and  wasteful  duplication  of  already  collected  data;  to  help  guide 
future  researchers  in  collecting  new  data  which  parallel  already  collected 
data  so  that  well  designed,  well  planned,  longitudinal  studies  may  be  under- 
taken with  comparable  data;  to  provide  technical  assistance  to  aid  researchers 
in  problems  of  data  reduction,  retrieval,  and  statistical  analysis  relating  to 
data  reliability  and  validity;  and,  to  ensure  data  usage  by  sponsoring  research 
which  will  address  a  wide  range  of  multidisciplinary  investigations  into  chang- 
ing life  experiences  of  women. 


27. 


sist     NEWSLETTER     vol.1,  no. 2 


The  Center  will  assemble  data  sets  which  include  a  wide  range  of  informa- 
tion on  the  life  patterns  of  educated  women.  More  specific  criteria  will  be 
detailed  by  the  Center's  staff  in  consultation  with  a  Board  of  Scholars,  re- 
searchers in  several  social  science  disciplines  who  have  been  selected  for 
their  experience  and  expertise  pertinent  to  the  empirical  study  of  educated 
American  women.  The  Board  of  Scholars  will  advise  on  the  selection  and  methods 
of  preserving,  organizing,  and  maintaining  the  data. 

Members  of  archives  and  organizations  involved  in  data  gathering  and  dis- 
semination who  wish  to  assist  the  Radcliffe  effort  should  write  to  Ms.  Marjorie 
Piatt,  10  Garden  Street,  Radcliffe  College,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts  02138  USA. 
Ms.  Piatt  notes  that  comments  and  suggestions  are  welcomed. 


The  Roper  Public  Opinion  Research  Center  Reorganization 

The  Roper  Public  Opinion  Research  Center,  world's  largest  archive  of  opinion 
survey  data,  will  have  an  expanded  role  as  a  result  of  a  new  affiliation  with  the 
University  of  Connecticut,  Williams  College,  and  Yale  University. 

The  Roper  Center  will  be  established  as  a  separate  non-profit  corporation 
to  be  hosted  by,  and  have  special  responsibilities  to  the  three  academic  institu- 
tions. Under  the  new  arrangement,  the  Roper  Center,  until  now  a  component  of 
Williams  College,  will  become  a  non-profit  corporation  governed  by  a  board  of 
trustees  composed  of  members  of  the  present  board  of  the  Roper  Center,  plus  equal 
numbers  of  University  of  Connecticut,  Williams  College  and  Yale  University  members. 

During  the  contemplated  transition  period  of  approximately  a  year,  the  Cen- 
ter will  continue  to  function  at  Williams  Colleqe  as  it  has  in  the  past.  By  the 
end  of  the  transition  year,  it  is  contemplated  that  a  set  of  the  raw  data  will 
have  been  transferred  to  the  University  of  Connecticut,  where  it  will  be  physi- 
cally processed  and  kept.  Another  complete  set  of  data  and  the  bulk  of  the  user 
services  operation  will  be  transferred  to  Yale.  Other  allocations  of  functions 
among  the  three  educational  institutions  will  be  determined  at  future  times. 

Professor  Philip  K.  Hastings,  who  has  divided  his  time  between  teaching  at 
Williams  College  and  being  director  of  the  Center  for  the  last  25  years,  will 
remain  on  the  Williams  faculty  and  continue  to  be  associated  with  the  Center  as 
a  member  of  its  board  of  directors. 

All  arrangements,  contracts  and  understandings  currently  in  effect  between 
data  suppliers,  members  of  the  Center's  Library  Association,  and  orqanizations 
which  have  made  contracts  with  or  grants  to  the  Center  will  continue  to  be  hon- 
ored in  all  respects.  All  requests  for  information  and  data  should  continue  to 
be  addressed  to  the  Director,  The  Roper  Public  Opinion  Research  Center,  Williams 
College,  Will iamstown,  Massachusetts  01267. 
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TRAINING    SEMINARS   -    SUMMER    1977 

Workshop  on  Management,  Library  Control  and  Use 

of  Computer  Readable  Information 

Jiilv  25  -  August  5.  1977 

This  two-week  workshop  is  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  individuals  whose 
responsibilities  may  include  providing  data  services  or  information  about  com- 
puter-readable data  files  to  users.  The  objective  of  the  workshop  is  to  intro- 
duce individuals  to  data  management,  data  library  and  data  servicing  procedures 
and  techniques  employed  at  established  data  service  centers.  Specific  atten- 
tion will  be  given  to  the  practical  aspects  of  making  data  available  to  users. 
The  workshop  contains  two  entry  points  contingent  upon  the  background,  experience 
and  interests  of  the  participant. 

The  first  week  of  the  workshop  will  consider  the  process  of  collecting  data, 
documenting  data  collections,  and  processing  (cleaning)  data  for  primary  analy- 
sis and  use  or  storage  centrally  for  public  access.  Hands-on  experience  with 
data  will  be  provided  at  each  step  of  the  data  cleaning  process.  Computer  ex- 
perience is  not  required. 

The  second  week  will  focus  on  data  library  procedures,  user  services,  and 
the  administration  and  organization  of  data  service  centers.  Data  library  pro- 
cedures will  include  acquisition  of  data,  transfer  of  data,  accessioning  data 
and  bibliographic  control. 

It  should  be  noted  that  an  intensive  format  for  this  workshoo  will  be  used. 
Scheduled  sessions  will  be  held  both  in  the  morning  and  afternoon.  Additional 
sessions  may  be  scheduled  for  the  evenings  as  needed.  Enrollment  will  be  limit- 
ed. 

For  further  information  and  application  forms,  contact:  Summer  Program, 
ICPSR,  P.  0.  Box  1248,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan  48106   313/764-2570. 


Summer  Training  Seminar  in  Cross-National  Data  Analysis 

The  International  Social  Science  Council  (ISSC),  with  the  Institute  fur 
Soziologie  at  the  University  of  Vienna,  in  cooperation  with  the  Institute  for 
Advanced  Studies  in  Vienna,  is  sponsoring  a  SUMMER  TRAINING  SEMINAR  IN  CROSS- 
NATIONAL  DATA  ANALYSIS,  from  3  to  22  July  1977. 

For  a  number  of  years  the  ISSC  has  conducted  a  program  of  advanced  train- 
ing in  methods  and  techniques  of  comparative  cross-national  analysis.  Under  a 
grant  from  the  Stiftung  Volkswagenwerk,  Summer  Schools  were  organized  from  1972 
to  1974,  for  training  in  the  use  of  data  from  several  countries  for  comparative 
analysis.  This  g-ant  has  been  renewed  and  the  Stiftung  has  agreed  to  finance 
the  preparation  of  a  series  of  Workbooks  for  Training  In  Comparative  Analysis. 
Two  draft  Workbooks  for  Data  Packages  will  be  available  at  the  training  seminar. 
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One  of  the  Workbooks  will  cover  the  Time-Budget  Data  for  cities  in  four 
countries:  Canada,  France,  Hungary,  and  the  United  States.  (The  cross-national 
survey  research  project  directed  by  the  Hungarian  sociologist,  Alexander  Szalai, 
has  resulted  in  an  enormous  quantity  of  data,  almost  all  of  them  unavailable  to 
data  archivists;  thus,  this  Workbook  represents  an  important  contribution  to  the 
research  community.)  A  comprehensive  report  on  the  Time-Budget  Study  is  the  A. 
Szalai  edited  book.  The  Uses  of  Time  (The  Hague:  Mouton,  1972,  $48).  [See  also 
Newsletter,  Volume  1,  Number  19,  p.  6,  7,  of  the  Institute  of  Social  Research, 
University  of  Michigan,  for  a  discussion  on  some  of  the  sexual  inequalities  in 
the  use  of  time.])  The  data  sets  and  Workbook  texts  are  being  nrepared  by  Andrew 
Harvey  of  Dalhousie  University,  Halifax,  N.S.,  in  cooperation  with  Philio  Stone 
and  Alexander  Szalai  of  the  Karl  Marx  University,  Budapest. 

The  second  Workbook  covers  data  on  Intergenerational  Mobility  for  five 
countries:  Austria,  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  the  Netherlands,  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  the  United  States.   [  The  flyer  describes  "interaenerational 
mobility"  as  a  classic  field  of  comparative  research,  an  area  which  the  Inter- 
national Sociological  Association  launched  in  the  early  1950s.  "Cross-national 
data  on  mobility  are  of  particular  interest  because  they  allow  precise  testing 
of  several  alternative  models:  Blau-Duncan  path  analysis,  Boudon  transition 
matrices."  ]  Thomas  Herz  of  the  Zentralarchi v  fur  empirische  Sozialforschung 
Cologne,  in  cooperation  with  Raymond  Boudon  of  the  Universite  Rene  Descartes, 
Paris  IV,  is  preparing  the  data  sets  and  Workbook  texts.  Herz  will  test  the 
data  package  and  Workbook  at  the  Training  Seminar  in  Vienna. 

The  Training  Seminar  will  be  open  to  graduate  students  and  younger  staff 
members  with  some  training  in  statistics  and  some  knowledge  of  computer  pro- 
cessing. The  Seminar  will  take  place  at  the  Institut  fur  hohere  Studien, 
Stumpergasse  56,  Vienna.  The  Institute's  Univac  1106  computer  will  be  avail- 
able for  the  Seminar.  All  data  sets  will  be  available  in  SPSS  formats  and  will 
have  been  checked  for  processing  on  the  computer. 

The  grant  from  the  Stiftung  Volkswagenwerk  to  the  ISSC  covers  tuition 
costs.  Participants  must  apply  to  their  own  national  research  councils  or 
other  funding  agencies  to  defray  the  cost  of  travel  and  per  diem.  Partici- 
pants will  be  housed  in  a  nearby  Studentenheim.  The  cost  of  single  rooms  with 
breakfast  will  be  about  $10  per  night,  for  double  rooms,  about  $18.  Meals  in 
nearby  restaurants  cost  between  $1.50  and  $3.00.  The  total  cost  of  the  24  days 
in  Vienna  will  probably  be  at  least  $400. 

Graduate  students  and  others  interested  in  taking  part  in  the  Seminar 
should  write  to  Professor  Rolf  Ziegler,  Institut  fur  Soziologie,  Alserstrasse 
33,  A-1080  Vienna,  Austria.  Application  forms  should  be  returned  immediately 
because  the  deadline  1s  31  March  1977.  Those  selected  for  participation  in 
the  Seminar  will  be  informed  by  1  May  at  the  latest.  Payment  for  the  first  10 
nights  must  be  sent  in  by  the  end  of  May. 

Departments  and  Institutes  in  Eastern  Europe  should  be  aware  that  efforts 
are  being  made  to  obtain  a  grant  for  Stipends  in  hard  currency  from  UNESCO  for 
students  from  their  region. 
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Tenth  Essex  Summer  School  in  Social  Science  Data  Analysis  and  Collection 


Session  1 
Session  2 
Session  3 


15th  July  to  29th  July  1977 
30th  July  to  12th  August  1977 
13th  August  to  26th  August  1977 


The  European  Consortium  for  Political  Research  will  be  sponsoring  the  tenth 
school,  to  be  held  at  the  University  of  Essex  in  three  continuous  but  indepen- 
dent sessions  from  15th  July  to  26th  August.  Special  emphasis  will  be  on  in- 
troductory courses  for  participants  who  lack  any  training  in  statistics  or 
computing.  The  Introductory  level  courses  include  "Absolute  Beginners  Course," 
"Introduction  to  Data  Analysis  (SPSS-Based),"  and  "Mathematics  for  Social  Scien- 
tists." Intermediate  level  courses  include  regression  theory  and  applications, 
basic  scaling,  computer-based  simulation,  cluster  analysis,  factor  analysis, 
and  content  analysis.  Advanced  level  courses  include  multi-dimensional  scaling, 
network  analysis,  analysis  of  nominal-level  data,  analysis  of  social  processes, 
and  analysis  of  systems  and  hierarchies. 

Session  :  15th  July  to  12th  August  1977 

Two  courses  will  be  offered  in  survey  design  and  analysis.  This  special  module 
is  organized  in  conjunction  with  the  SSRC  Survey  Archive  and  runs  parallel  with 
the  other  courses.  It  is  primarily  designed  for  introductory  and  intermediate 
level  students.  Instruction  will  particularly  emphasize  the  application  of 
these  techniques  to  data  collections  held  by  the  School.  Full  supporting  inter- 
active computer  facilities  will  be  available. 

Financial  support  may  be  available  to  participants  from  their  own  institu- 
tions or  National  Research  Councils.  The  organizations  wish  to  encourage  at- 
tendance by  graduate  students,  research  assistants  and  junior  staff. 

Interested  persons  should  write  to:  The  Organizing  Secretary,  Tenth  Essex 
Summer  School,  Department  of  Government,  University  of  Essex,  Colchester  C04 
3SQ,  England. 


DATA  NEEDS 

Center  for  the  Study  of  Youth  Development  at  Boys  Town 

The  Center  for  the  Study  of  Youth  Development  at  Boys  Town,  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  is  a  nonprofit  organization  conducting  social  science  research  on 
youth  and  youth  development. 

Ed  Meyers  writes  to  ask  lASSIST  members'  assistance  in  locating  infor- 
mation about  data  collections  (catalogued  or  uncatalogued)  which  focus  on 
youth,  adolescents,  and  youth  development. 

Center  researchers  have  asked  for  longitudinal  and  cross-sectional  data 
relating  to  the  development  of  educational  and  occupational  aspirations  and 
attainments  and  to  the  antecedents  and  consequences  of  age  at  first  marriage. 
In  addition,  there  is  interest  in  locating  data  on  socialization  and  diffusion 
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of  the  law.  These  include  items  which  ask  respondents  about  their  attitudes 
toward  and  knowledge  of  the  law,  including  legal  norms  and  the  legal  system, 
and  items  which  tap  the  relationship  between  the  respondent's  values  and  the 
law,  in  surveys  of  adults  and  youth  under  18  years  of  age  which  have  been  con- 
ducted within  the  past  10  years  in  the  United  States  and  Europe.  Researchers 
are  also  interested  in  United  States  national  survey  samples  of  youth  (18 
years  and  under)  conducted  during  the  past  10  years  which  deal  with  drug,  al- 
cohol, and  tobacco  use. 

If  you  have  any  information  about  data  of  this  sort,  please  write  to  Dr. 
Edmund  Meyers,  Jr.,  Director,  Research  Computing  Division,  Center  for  the 
Study  on  Youth  Development,  The  Boys  Town,  11414  West  Center  Road,  Suite  210, 
Omaha,  Nebraska  68144  USA. 


Handbook  of  American  Resources  for  African  Studies 

The  Archives-Libraries  Committee  of  the  African  Studies  Association  is  now 
preparing  a  revision  of  the  Handbook  of  American  Resources  for  African  Studies, 
by  Peter  Duignan  (Stanford,  1967) . 

In  their  request  for  assistance  in  updating  this  Handbook,  the  African 
Studies  Association  notes  that 

"as  the  study  of  African  societies  assumes  an  increasingly  quanti- 
tative character  and  its  recorded  data  provide  much  of  the  raw 
material  for  social  science  research  on  Africa,  information  about 
and  access  to  such  data  become  increasingly  important.  At  this 
time  no  centralized  data  bank  on  Africa  exists,  and  since  data 
archives  are  unconventional  information  sources,  it  is  difficult 
to  identify  what  data  sets  on  Africa  are   available  and  where." 

The  revised  Handbook  plans  to  include  sources  of  information  on  the  Africa- 
related  holdings  of  data  collections  in  the  United  States  and  information  on 
their  access  policies  and  services.  A  questionnaire  has  been  disseminated  by 
the  Archives-Libraries  Committee,  but  if  members  of  lASSIST  who  know  about  Afri- 
can data  sources  have  not  yet  received  or  completed  one,  write  to  Ms.  Jean  E. 
Meeh  Gosebrink,  Librarian  for  African  Studies,  Indiana  University  Library, 
Bloomington,  Indiana  47401  USA.  This  will  be  a  resource  to  which  data  ar- 
chivists will  no  doubt  turn.  It  would  be  helpful  if  all  of  us  were  to  contri- 
bute. 
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UPCOMING       MEETINGS 

May  8-10,  1977:  "Social  Science  Data  In  Canada:  Problems  in  Creating,  Managing, 
and  Archiving".  To  be  held  in  Toronto,  Canada,  at  OISE  (Ontar- 
io Institute  for  Studies  in  Education).  Contact  the  Canadian 
lASSIST  Secretariat. 

May  11-12,  1977:  First  open  conference  of  lASSIST  [Canada].  To  be  held  at  OISE 
(Ontario  Institute  for  Studies  in  Education).  All  lASSIST  mem- 
bers are  welcome.  Contact  the  Canadian  lASSIST  Secretariat 
for  details. 

February,  1978:  International  lASSIST  meeting:  "State  of  the  Art:  Perspectives.' 
To  be  held  in  Chicago.  Eight  symposia  focusing  on  AG  activities 
and  objectives.  Topics  for  papers  should  be  sent  to  Carolyn  Geda. 
Inter-university  Consortium  for  Political  and  Social  Research, 
P.  0.  Box  1248,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan  48106  or  Tony  Falsetto,  Can- 
adian Machine-readable  Archives,  Public  Archives  of  Canada, 
Ottawa,  Ontario  KIA  0N3. 

August  1978:    lASSIST  at  the  International  Sociological  Association  World  Con- 
gress, Uppsala,  Sweden  (Further  information  to  be  supplied  in 
future  Newsletters.) 
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MEMBERSHIP      APPLICATION 


NAME 


MAILING  ADDRESS 


INSTITUTIONAL  AFFILIATION 


TELEPHONE  NUMBER 


Date Amount  Enclosed 

Membership  fees  for  calendar  year  1977 

Individual:  Regular  $15 Student  $5 

Institutional  (two  individual  memberships):  $35 

Charter  Individual  Membership  (three  years):  $100  

Institutional  Subscription:  $25  

Payment  Enclosed  (amount) 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  lASSIST.  Send  payment  to: 

Judith  S.  Rowe 

PRINCETON  UNIVERSITY  COMPUTER  CENTER 

87  Prospect  Avenue 

Princeton,  N.  J.  08540 

For  individual  memberships,  indicate  interest  in  participation  in  one  of  the 
following  action  groups: 

DATA  REGISTRY  ___  DATA  ORGANIZATION  AND  MANAGEMENT  

DATA  ARCHIVE  DEVELOPMENT  CLASSIFICATION  

DATA  ACQUISITION  DOCUMENTATION 

PROCESS-PRODUCED  DATA  

Membership  in  the  lASSIST  includes  a  subscription  to  the  lASSIST  Newsletter  and  a 
subscription  to  S  S  Data,  A  Newsletter  of  Social  Science  Archi val~Acouisi tions ,  each 
to  appear  four  times  a  year.  In  addition  to  these  subscriptions,  the  lASSIST  mem- 
bership affords  the  opportunity  to  participate  at  both  the  international  and  region- 
al levels. 


(for  individual's  file) 
I  applied  for  membership  in  lASSIST.  Dues  paid  (amount)  Date 
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